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numerous	medical	missions	from	the	allied	and	friendly	nations	arrived	
from	 the	 world	 to	 the	 serbian	 people	 at	 the	 time	 of	 the	 great	 typhus	
epidemic	 during	 the	 World	 War	 i�	 hannah	 jessie	 hanKin-hardy	
(1886-1944),	 maiden	 name:	 hannah	 gordon	 was	 born	 in	 1886,	 in	
Worchester,	in	england�	hannah	gordon	completed	a	three-year	medical	
school	in	melbourne,	so	she	spent	a	part	of	her	youth	in	australia�	later	
on,	as	a	missionary	and	a	nurse,	she	often	returned	to	the	shores	of	the	
pacific	ocean�	When	she	was	still	young,	mrs�	hannah	hardy	founded	the	
first	english	hospital	in	the	portuguese	colony	of	mozambique,	in	january	
1901,	in	the	place	called	Bajiru,	where	she	spent	seven	months�	
at	 that	 time,	 the	 medical	 corps	 was	 exclusively	 a	 male	 domain�	 But	
hannah	followed	the	lead	and	the	example	of	florence	nightingale�	during	
the	 Boer	 Wars,	 mrs�	 hardy	 was	 working	 in	 the	 frontline	 medical	 unit,	
practically	 surrounded	by	 the	 enemy	 lines,	 but	 she	managed	 to	 single-
handedly	organize	a	field	hospital	with	50	beds�	completely	exhausted	by	
her	heavy	workload,	she	 returned	sick	 to	england�	during	 the	spanish-
cuban	War,	hannah	went	 to	 the	aid	of	 the	small	cuban	nation,	working	
for	five	months	in	the	hospital	which	she	founded	herself�
in	 the	 peacetime,	 mrs�	 hardy	 became	 a	 member	 of	 the	 temperance	
youth	league,	which	 fought	against	alcohol	consumption�	as	her	orga-
nizational	skills	became	noticed,	she	was	soon	chosen	to	be	a	delegate	
at	the	international	congress	of	anti-alcoholism	in	london	in	1909,	and	
in	havre,	holland�	the	apex	of	her	activities	was	her	visit	to	the	us	and	
canada	in	1915,	where	she	conducted	numerous	lectures	to	the	gather-
ings	 of	 the	 temperance	campaign�	 at	 the	 start	 of	 the	great	War,	mrs�	

hardy	returned	to	her	hospital	rounds	in	france,	where	she	stayed	for	six	
weeks�	upon	hearing	about	the	glorious	victories	of	the	serbian	armies,	
and	 the	great	hardships	of	 the	 little	serbian	nation,	she	 rushed	back	 to	
england,	 where	 she	 awoke	 the	 public	 opinion	 to	 organize	 the	 medical	
supplies	and	volunteers	for	serbia�

hannah hanKin-harDy, The preSiDenT oF The 
NaTiONal leaGue Of SerBiaN WOmeN in KraGuJeVaC
hannah	gordon	was	married	to	samuel	hankin-hardy	in	1901,	bore	two	
children,	and	continued	her	mission	 together	with	her	husband	Samuel 
hankin-hardy (1871-1948),	 who	 served	 as	 a	 chaplain	 in	 the	 British	
medical	 corps	 at	 the	 start	 of	 the	 great	 War�	 following	 the	 appeal	 by	
the	serbian	red	cross	society,	hannah	hardy	arrived	in	serbia	with	her	
husband	and	the	first	hospital	of	the	scottish	Women’s	hospital	on	the	4th	
of	january	1915	was	established�	in	Kragujevac,	during	the	great	typhus	
epidemic,	there	were	operating,	in	addition	to	the	serbian	medical	corps	
hospitals,	 headed	 by	 dr�	 roman	 sondermayer	 and	 dr�	 nikola	 Vučenić,	
also	the	allied	medical	missions:	the	scottish	Women’s	hospitals,	headed	
by	dr�	eleonor	solto,	and	the	hospital	of	the	serbian	relief	fund,	headed	
by	 mrs�	 st�	 clair	 (stobart),	 the	 russian	 medical	 mission,	 the	 British	
army	 field	 hospital,	 headed	 by	 dr�	William	hunter,	 dr�	 elisabeth	 ross,	
and	many	others�
in	 january	 1915,	hannah	hardy	 got	 involved	 in	 the	 organized	 struggle	
against	the	great typhus epidemic�	from	day	one,	she	worked	as	a	nurse	
in	the	second	reserve	medical	hospital,	which	was	located	in	the	police	

hannah Jessie hankin-hardy, in medical and humanitarian 
mission in Serbia during the Great war
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barracks�	the	hospital	treated	about	450	wounded	and	the	sick,	and	there	
was	a	great	shortage	of	the	skilled	medical	personnel�
in	1915,	during	the	great typhus epidemic	mrs�	hardy,	together	with	other	
women,	decided	 to	help	 in	 fighting	 the	epidemic�	the	War	chronicle	of	
12th	 of	 february	 1915	 published	 an	 announcement	 from	hannah	 about	
the	 founding	 assembly	 to	 all	 women	 in	 serbia,	 and	 not	 just	 those	 in	
Kragujevac�	 it	was	a	general	 appeal	 to	all	women	 to	come	and	help	 to	
establish	the	National League of Serbian Women�
“The Committee of the League of Serbian Women for Mutual Assistance 
invites all Serbian women to come to the gathering to be held in the 
Officers’ Club on the 17th of this month, at 3 p.m. The main topics of 
discussion will be how to reduce the epidemic and to present the work 
programme of the League of Serbian Women.” 1

The National League of Serbian Women	 received	 a	 great	 support	 from	
The Circle of Serbian Women,	 The Kragujevac Sub-Committee of the 
Belgrade Women’s Society,	The Princess Ljubica Society,	and	individual	
philanthropic	women�	at	the	founding	assembly	in	Kragujevac,	on	19th	of	
february	1915,	mrs�	hannah	hankin	hardy	was	elected	the	president	of	
the	league�	in	her	acceptance	speech,	she	said:	„it	gives	me	a	great	plea-
sure	to	conduct	this	great	gathering	of	serbian	citizens�	We	are	gathered	
here	 for	 one	 great	 and	 common	cause,	 and	 that	 is	 the	 common	battle	
against	a	great	enemy	of	an	epidemic,	which	is	now	among	us�	it	is	a	duty	
of	every	citizen	to	use	all	one's	strength	for	the	public	good	by	giving	top	
priority	to	the	cleanliness	of	the	town	where	one	lives�	We	are	asking	you	
to	do	all	you	can	in	this	regard�	We	hope	that	we	here	in	Kragujevac	will	be	
leading	other	towns,	and	even	villages	all	across	serbia,	by	our	example�	
it	must	not	be	forgotten	that	the	health	of	a	nation	is	also	its	strength�”
as	a	mother,	wife,	and	a	fighter	for	women’s	rights,	hannah	emphasized	
with	 the	serbian	women�	so,	her	message	carries	deep	emotions:	„the	
serbian	woman	has	so	far,	in	these	turbulent	times	in	which	we	live,	given	
everything	she	could,	as	a	mother,	sister,	and	spouse	–	everything	 that	
is	closest	and	dearest	to	her�	she	has	brought	to	the	sacrificial	altar	her	
greatest	 treasures:	her	children,	brothers,	husbands,	and	own	 fathers���	
But	the	serbian	mother,	the	serbian	woman,	has	not	given	enough�	she	
has	 not	 given	 everything	 that	 is	 needed	 for	 our	 dear,	 small,	 tormented	
homeland�”
mrs�	hannah	hardy,	the	president,	draga	aranđelović,	the	secretary,	and	
dr�	 angelina	 jakšić,	 the	 treasurer,	 demonstrated	 the	 guidelines	 for	 the	
sustained	 fight	 against	 the	 typhus	 epidemic�	 it	 was	 concluded,	 above	
all,	that	it	was	important	to	keep	better	personal	hygiene,	cleanliness	at	
home,	and	cleanliness	of	the	outbuildings	and	home	yards�	in	particular,	
it	was	needed	to	concentrate	on	keeping	the	hygiene	of	the	laundry,	and	
to	open	soup	kitchens	for	the	poor,	with	the	aim	of	improving	the	general	
national	health�	The National League of Serbian Women,	 in	 its	struggle	
against	 the	 epidemic,	 realized	 the	 importance	 of	 a	 greater	 number	 of	
public	 hospitals	 and	 day	 clinics�	 this	 was	 supported	 by	 the	 speech	
of	 president	 hannah	 hankin	 hardy:	 „the	 soldiers	 have	 their	 hospitals	
where	 they	 are	 treated�	 But	 the	 epidemic	 has	 spread	 into	 the	 general	
civilian	 population,	where	 it	 is	 decimating	 the	 old	 and	 the	 young,	 both	
men	and	women,	without	mercy�	let	us	form	new,	private	hospitals	for	

	 1	 invitation	of	the	league	of	serbian	Women,	War	diarz,	no�	208,	february	18,1915

free	 treatment	 of	 these	 sick	 civilians,	 who	 are	 not	 soldiers�	 We	 must	
ensure	that	every	patient	with	typhus	is	immediately	isolated	and	moved	
to	a	hospital�	Because	there	were	cases	when	they	were	hidden	by	their	
families,	either	due	to	ignorance,	or	out	of	fear	for	it	to	become	known�	
thus	 themselves	 becoming	 infected,	 and	 some	 have	 paid	 the	 ultimate	
price	for	that	ignorance	and	disdain�	We	must	isolate	and	take	to	hospital	
every	suspected	case,	no	matter	how	close	or	dear	that	person	may	be	
to	us�	Because	that	is	the	only	sure	way	to	save	ourselves	and	our	other	
close	and	dear	ones�”2

soon	after	the	founding	gathering,	under	the	leadership	of	hannah	hardy,	
the	National League of Serbian Women	established	the	out-patient	ambu-
lance	in	Kragujevac,	which	included	a	women's	ward,	a	male	ward	and	a	
children's	ward�	during	the	period	from	1st	april	1915	to	12th	may	1915,	
the	 out-patient	 clinic	 admitted	 and	 treated	without	 charge	 787	 patients	
from	Kragujevac	and	 the	surrounding	areas,	of	whom	26	patients	were	
referred	 to	 the	hospital,	while	18	children	were	evacuated�	the	medical	
examination	and	health	care	at	the	clinic	was	carried	out	by	dr�	angelina	
jakšić	 (1871-1950),	who	was	 granted	 the	 title	 of	 a	 doctor	 of	medical	
science	 in	 geneva	 in	 1899�	 thus	 she	 was	 among	 the	 first	 women	
physicians	with	this	distinguished	title	in	serbia�	dr�	toma	jovanović,	dr�	
jurinac,	and	dr�	jaroslav	Kuzelj	 (1846-1928),	of	czech	origin,	came	 to	
work	in	serbia	from	1875,	enticed	by	freedom-loving	and	humane	ideas�	
the	medics	worked	in	shifts	from	8	am	until	midnight�	the	members	of	
the	subcommittee	of	the	league	of	serbian	Women	assisted	those	work-
ing	in	the	outpatient	clinic	by	doing	the	rounds	in	the	town	of	Kragujevac	
searching	for	the	typhoid	cases	and	reporting	this	to	the	local	authorities,	
who	-	with	the	aid	of	medical	panels	-	referred	those	patients	to	appropri-
ate	hospital,	while	they	cared	for	the	others	at	their	homes�
at	the	same	time,	the	league	of	serbian	Women	established	several	soup	
kitchens	 for	 the	 poor,	 tea	 stands	 at	 the	railway	stations	 in	 Kragujevac	
and	lapovo,	 that	 assisted	 the	sick	and	 the	wounded,	 and	moved	 them	
by	 the	 special	 medical	 trains�	 after	 their	 admission	 and	 examinations,	
orphans	were	admitted	and	sent	to	the	orphanage	Milosrđe	in	Kragujevac�	
the	members	 of	 The League of Serbian Women took	 care	 of	 the	 food	
and	 lodgings	 for	 the	orphans�	the	committee	of	The League of Serbian 
Women coordinated	 all	 the	 activities	 and	 it	 comprised	 of	 the	honorary	
president,	mrs�	hannah	henkin	hardy,	the	secretary,	draga	aranđelović,	
the	treasurer	dr�	angelina	a�	jakšić,	members:	draga	pavlović	Bojadžić,	
draga	stojanović,	lena	Bošković,	and	Kosara	ivanović�
the	 Kragujevac	 Branch	 of	 the	Šumadija Kolo srpskih sestara	 extended	
a	 great	 support	 and	 assistance	 to	 the	 National League of Serbian 
Women�	members	of	the	serbian	circle	of	Kolo srpskih sestara,	who	did	
philanthropic	work	 in	 Kragujevac	 since	 1903,	 became	 the	members	 of	
the	management	committee	of	 the	National League of Serbian Women�	
among	the	first	was	draga	pavlović	Bojadžić	(1870-1938),	the	president	
of	Kolo srpskih sestara,	who	had	 the	support	of	 the	extensive	Bojadžić	
family�	also	participating	were	other	humane	women	from	distinguished	
families	 in	Kragujevac:	arsenijević,	stojanović,	lontkijević,	paligorić,	as	
well	 as	 the	 financial	 contributions	 from	 the	 following	 families:	 Krstić,	
zečević,	gušić,	and	Živković�

	 2	 ditto
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the	 philanthropic	 mission	 of	 these	 brave	 and	 dedicated	 women	 was	
supported	 by	 some	 people	 with	 big	 hearts,	 who	 assisted	 financially	
the	 work	 of	 the	 National League of Serbian Women in	 Kragujevac�	
that	 help	 arrived	 from:	 military	 officers,	 clerks,	 workers,	 and	 women	
workers	in	the	military	technical	 industrial	complex	in	Kragujevac,	from	
the	Xi	 reserve	corps	of	 the	national	army	at	 the	 frontlines,	 the	russian	
imperial	military	attaché	–	colonel	artomonov,	the	military	attaché	of	the	
french	republic	–	colonel	furnier,	the	head	of	the	medical	corps	of	the	
high	command	of	the	serbian	army	–	dr�	lazar	genčič,	the	head	of	the	
war	press	centre	–	prof�	slobodan	jovanović,	the	combined	telegraphic	
division,	 the	royal	music	band,	 the	high	command	–	 the	proceeds	of	
the	 sale	of	400	copies	of	 the	War Chronicle,	 that	was	published	 from	
march	23	to	april	29,	1915;	 the	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	 the	badges	
and	 voluntary	 donations	 from	 the	 general	 public	 and	 the	members	 of	
the	League of Serbian Women,	during	 the	period	february	15th	 to	april	
29th,	1915,	when	8175�54	dinars	was	collected	and	2231�35	dinars	was	
spent	 on	 the	maintenance	 of	 the	 outpatient	 clinic,	 free	 treatments	 and	
medical	examinations	of	the	poor	population�

huManiTarian aCTiViTieS oF hannah harDy anD 
SaMuel harDy in Topola
King	petar	 i	 (1844-1921)	opened	 the	st�	george	hospital	 at	oplenac	–	
within	the	complex	of	the	st�	george	church,	which	was	the	first	hospital	
in	or	near	 the	 town	of	topola	 in	serbia�	the	st�	george	hospital	 looked	
after	a	huge	number	of	the	wounded	soldiers	from	the	battles	of	cer	and	
Kolubara	 in	 the	 great	 War�	 the	 hardies	 brought	 in	 significant	 medical	
supplies	for	the	st�	george	hospital�	damaged	in	various	wartime	situa-
tions,	the	hospital	was	rebuilt	for	the	second	time	in	1920,	thanks	to	many	
voluntary	contributions	which	were	started	by	hannah	and	samuel	hardy�	
his	royal	highness	King	petar	i	and	the	serbian	red	cross	society	were	
among	 the	 first	 to	 support	 the	work	 of	 the	 League of Serbian Women	
in	topola�	that	was	followed	by	 financial	contributions	 from	around	 the	
world	 –	 from	 numerous	 philanthropists,	 including:	 from	 scotland,	 sir	
thomas	 lipton	 (1850-1931),	 the	 famous	 tea	 baron;	 from	 russia,	 her	
royal	highness	princess	helen	petrovna	(1884-1962),	a	daughter	of	King	
petar	 i,	 and	 the	wife	of	russian	prince	 ivan	Konstantinovich	romanov;	
from	 england,	 the	 serbian	 relief	 fund;	 and	 other	 contributors	 from	
serbia�	thanks	to	the	War Chronicles,	the	official	reports	of	the	War	press	
centre,	which	were	published	during	the	World	War	i,	the	activities	of	the	
National League of Serbian Women	 in	 Kragujevac	 and	 topola,	 and	 its	
founder	hannah	henkin	hardy,	were	recorded	and	preserved	for	posterity�
in	 1915,	 in	 occupied	 serbia,	 mrs�	 hardy	 supplied	 a	 great	 quantity	 of	
medications	and	medical	supplies	to	the	car	lazar	hospital	in	Kruševac�	
on	her	way	back	to	england,	 in	april	1915,	mrs�	hardy	passed	through	
niš,	visited	the	hospitals,	held	talks	with	the	representatives	of	the	serbian	
red	cross	society,	and	met	dr�	sima	Karanović,	the	head	of	the	serbian	
medical	corps�	on	 the	 road	 to	thessaloniki,	she	stopped	 to	 inspect	 the	
disinfection	 station	 of	 the	 medical	 corps	 in	 pirot�	 she	 complemented	
their	 work�	When	 she	 arrived	 in	 england,	mrs�	 hardy	 gave	 a	 series	 of	
public	lectures,	and	she	promoted	the	struggle	and	heroism	of	the	small	
serbian	nation�	in	august	1915,	mrs�	hardy	returned	to	serbia	with	a	huge	
quantity	of	hospital	 beds,	 field	hospital	 tents,	 various	medical	 supplies,	

clothing,	and	medications�	the	national	league	of	serbian	Women	held	
its	meetings	 at	 the	 officers'	 club,	while	 the	 committee	was	 located	 in	
the	Viteška	ulica�	the	mission	of	the	National League of Serbian Women	
continued	until	the	evacuation	of	the	serbian	government	and	army,	and	
the	occupation	of	the	country	by	the	enemy�	
hannah	hardy	and	other	members	of	the	foreign	medical	missions	followed	
the	withdrawal	of	the	serbian	people,	government,	army,	and	medical	corps	
on	 the	 difficult	 and	 hazardous	 route	 through	 the	 albanian	 mountains	 to	
the	adriatic	sea	at	 the	end	of	1915�	she	was	accompanied	by	a	serbian	
youth,	with	a	donkey	laden	with	belongings,	and	she	had	to	walk	in	deep	
snow	over	the	treacherous	mountain	paths	in	albania	and	montenegro�	the	
memory	recollections	of	the	endless	columns	of	hungry,	destitute,	and	fro-
zen	refugees	–	the	exodus	and	suffering	of	the	serbian	people	would	always	
remain	with	her	to	the	end	of	her	life�	mrs�	hardy	witnessed	and	survived	the	
spanish-cuban	War,	the	Boer	War,	the	Western	front	(france)	in	the	great	
War�	But,	according	to	her	own	words,	nothing	compared	to	the	suffering	of	
the	serbian	people,	which	she	personally	witnessed�

huManiTy iS neVer ForGoTTen
hannah	henkin	hardy	spent	the	last	years	of	her	life	with	her	husband	in	
the	 place	 called	raunds	 in	 england	 (northamptonshire)�	 samuel	hardy	
served	as	a	head	chaplain	of	the	methodist	church	in	that	small	town	from	
1927	 until	 1937,	when	 he	 retired�	 hannah	 henkin	 hardy	 passed	 away	
in	raunds	on	28th	of	june,	1944�	she	was	buried	 in	 the	grounds	of	 the	
methodist	church	in	raunds,	next	to	her	husband	samuel	and	son	herald�	
the	philanthropic	lives	of	hannah	henkin	hardy	and	samuel	henkin	hardy	
were	 filled	with	 ordinary	 times,	 as	much	 as	 significant	 times,	 times	 of	
happiness	and	times	of	war	ravages,	but	always	on	the	endless	path	of	
belief	and	hope,	love	and	empathy	for	human	suffering�
serbia	awarded	both	hannah	henkin	hardy	and	samuel	henkin	hardy	with	
the	order	of	st	sava,	for	their	dedication,	sacrifice	and	humanity	towards	
the	 serbian	 people	 during	 the	 decisive	 times	 of	 the	 great	 War	 (when	
serbia	and	the	great	Britain	were	allies)�	despite	the	passing	of	time,	the	
memorial	 plaque	with	 the	 names	 of	hannah	henkin	hardy	 and	samuel	
henkin	hardy	at	the	st�	george	hospital	in	topola,	remain	as	a	permanent	
reminder	 of	 their	 humane	 and	 philanthropic	 activities,	 as	well	 as	 those	
past	times	of	great	deeds	for	the	future	generations�
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