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his paper deals with accurate reference citation, in the arti-
T cle and in the list of references, and with assignment of key
words. Reference citation is obligatory and integral part of pub-
lished articles. It provides communication among the authors and
binds scientific papers as well as whole scientific knowledge in a
certain field. It is the author's ethical and legal obligation to cite
all sources of information used in his study. "References", "bibli-
ography" or "literature" usually come in the end of the paper, but
it does not mean they are of no importance. Each citation from
the list of references must be cited in the text, and each citation
from the text must be listed in references. This paper presents
different ways of citing that are in agreement with the scientific
research methodology and adapted to generally accepted rules.
Definitions and explanations of certain items concerning refer-
ence citation are also given. Using Harvard citation means iden-
tification of references in the text including the author's surname
and year of publication, whereas references are listed alphabeti-
cally by surname of authors without numbering. In the combined
method authors are alphabetically listed in references and num-
bers are used in the text. In numerical citation Arabic numerals
are used in the text in parenthesis, by order of appearance,
whereas the reference list also follows the rule in regard to their
appearance in the text. Chronological method lists references
according to the year of publication. However, references can be
noted in footnotes. In regard to current methodology of scientific
research every mode of reference citation is accurate. It is of
importance that references should include complete and accu-
rate data so that they could be identified and found. If a journal
has accepted the Uniform Requirements established by the

Address correspondence to:

Dr. Silvija Brki¢, Faculty of Medicine Novi Sad, Library, Hajduk Veljkova 1, 21000
Novi Sad, Yugoslavia

The manuscript was received: 26. 04. 2002.

Accepted for publication: 29. 04. 2002.

© 2002, Institute of Oncology Sremska Kamenica,Yugoslavia

Vancouver Group of Medical Editors (numerical type), authors
must strictly follow their rules for citation. However, authors
should cite only significant ideas and results, only those impor-
tant for the article. A long reference list does not necessarily point
to a well-informed author. One should cite papers and authors
with attitudes and results opposite to those obtained by the
author as well. Papers of significance should be cited regardless
of the ranking of the journal where they were published.
Reference list may also include author's own papers (self-cita-
tions) if they are important for the topic, but this possibility
should not be used too often. References should include the
most current foreign, but also domestic literature. The author is
obliged to study them regarding his topic of investigation and to
select those that are important for his article.

Special attention is paid to Saric's classification concerning 28
reasons for citing a paper being divided into three groups as well
as various possibilities of speculative citation and no citation at
all (1). Intellectual integrity, good scientific practice and ethical
principles apply to citation of used literature as well.

Accurate citation is necessary and important for many reasons:
1. Methodology of scientific research implies publication of
results and it is compulsory for researchers; 2. It is required by
editorial boards and reviewers; 3. It is necessary in order to find
the cited document (checking the research and used references);
4. For interlibrary loans of full texts; 5. It is a confirmation that
authors really had the paper in their hands; 6. It is applied all over
the world (in the field of biomedicine, Vancouver Requirements
are the world standard being applied for 25 years); 7. For Science
Citation Index; 8. For citation analysis; 9. For scientific evaluation
of individuals and institutions; 10. For establishing the impact
factor on other researchers; 11. For establishing the impact fac-
tor of journals; 12. Creation of data bases and searches by cer-
tain parameters and so on.

The latest Vancouver Requirements date back to 1997 (2).
Reference citation is based on the form used by the USA National
Library of Medicine in Index Medicus (Medline) which follows
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principles included in standards of the American National
Standardization Institute (ANSI) concerning bibliographic refer-
ences.

Vancouver requirements include examples of reference citation
from various sources of information, with precise data, their
sequence and corresponding punctuation marks (2,3). The fitles
of journals should be abbreviated according to the style used in
the List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus and it is published:
1. In Index Medicus - January issue; 2. On Internet; 3. As a spe-
cial publication; 4. CD-ROM - Serfile; 5. In the index of Medline
database. If domestic journals are not included in this list, one
should use abbreviations from the List of Abbreviated Titles of
Yugoslav Serial Publications (4).

Below the abstract provide and identify as such, key words char-
acteristic for the original document which adequately identify key
ideas of the original document (5). The number of key words is
not strictly defined, but they should represent the content of
paper in the best possible way (at least one, five to ten on aver-
age). It is favorable for authors to assign key words themselves.
Assigning descriptors may be done from the title, from the
abstract or from the whole document. "Artificial languages" have
been created for indexing. They consist of standardized key
words that clearly identify certain items of certain scientific
fields. These standardized key words are called descriptors (5).
They have two roles. Firstly, they assist indexers in cross-index-
ing scientific articles, and secondly for searching corresponding
databases.

The most important thesaurus in the field of biomedicine is the
Thesaurus of the American National Library of Medicine: Medical
Subject Headings (MeSH) (6) used for indexing articles pub-
lished in most eminent world biomedical journals. According to
Vancouver Requirements it is necessary to use these descriptors
as key words in biomedical articles. This thesaurus also has a
printed version - Index Medicus, on CD-ROM of Medline base or
on the Internet. It accurately defines and identifies every item, as
well as certain rules how to write these words, their order and
punctuation marks. These descriptors are important for many
reasons, such as: 1. They are the world standard for biomedi-
cine; 2. They are important for indexing and processing publica-
tions in databases; 3. For authors and librarians searching data-
bases in literature about certain topics; 4. The article can be
identified all over the world in the same way, 5. All descriptors
are in English and thus uniform, 6. They are important for jour-
nals because they are used for creation of Key Word Index; 7. For
various scientometric researches; 8. For scientometric analyses.
This standard must be recognized and applied by authors, edito-
rial boards, reviewers, indexers and all researchers. Below the
abstract in Serbian language authors should provide descriptors
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in Serbian language. A Serbian thesaurus of key words does not
exist, so they should be identified as in MeSH, but in Serbian lan-
guage.
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